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Dr John Manning, a botanist at the National Biodiversity Institute
in Cape Town, has compiled a stunning photographic guide to almost
900 South African wildﬂowers, based on his many years of experience
in the ﬁeld. First published in 2003, and recently published as a sec-
ond edition (with minor taxonomic and textual changes), this book
contains beautiful photographs with succinct information in an ap-
pealing layout.
Four short introductory chapters at the beginning of the book high-
light general information on ﬂoral biodiversity in southern Africa and
provide information on the different biomes, as well as further recom-
mendations for regional wildﬂower guides. There is a very useful “quick
guide towildﬂower groups” (a pictorial key) based on themainﬂoral fea-
tures to guide the reader to the relevant pages in the book. Themain por-
tion of the book is divided into three main regions, (i) Grassland and
Savannah, (ii) Fynbos and (iii) Namaqualand (with useful colour-coded
pages for each section). Each species is represented by a high quality pho-
tograph, distributionmap, and describedwith information on its scientif-
ic and common names, habitat, ﬂowering times, local uses and other
notes.
A useful feature is the key to the ﬂowering time which is illustrated
by a small calendar bar highlighting the months in which ﬂowering is
most common. At the end of the book there is both an index of scientiﬁc
names and index of vernacular names (English, Afrikaans or other local
languages), as well as a useful glossary. A very nice feature of the book is
that, where possible, the meaning of the Latin species name is givenhttp://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.sajb.2013.02.001(e.g. for Crocosmia aurea, “Latin aureus, golden-yellow”), or if named
after a person an explanation is given (e.g. for Zantedeschi rehmanii,
“Named after Polish botanist Anton Rehmann who ﬁrst collected the
species”). This gives deeper understanding to a plant name, and may
aid in plant identiﬁcation or recollection of the scientiﬁc name.
This guide to South African wildﬂowers, in contrast to other plant
guides which are region-speciﬁc, covers a broad range of biomes found
in South Africa. It is, however, by nomeans exhaustive, but is rather a col-
lection of the more common or conspicuous species that one would
encounter. Thus, it ﬁlls a gap where other ﬂower guides tend to be
focussed on speciﬁc regions, or where some more general guides
contain too few species. Indeed, I think that this book does achieve
that, by covering a wide range of species from across South Africa,
Lesotho, Swaziland and Namibia—highlighting Southern Africa's rich
ﬂoral heritage. For more experienced plant enthusiasts or professional
botanists, however, there are other books available that may be of
greater use as a ﬁeld guide or reference work. Nonetheless, the Photo
guide to the wildﬂowers of South Africa is highly recommended as a
ﬁrst-time buy for nature enthusiasts wanting to explore and develop
their knowledge on South Africa's rich diversity of wildﬂowers.
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